
St. Lawrence Catholic Parish 
(St. Lawrence; St. Thomas; St. Paschal) 

2400 FM 2401, Garden City, TX 79739 
Ph.: (432) 397-2300; Fax: (432) 397-2319 

Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org; Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 

Pastor: Fr. Joseph. P. Thumma 
Deacons: Dcn. Joel Gutierrez, Dcn. Floyd Schwartz 

Business Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 9 am - 12 pm 

Mass Schedule 

Weekend Schedule 
Saturday: 5:00 pm - English 
                6:30 pm - Spanish 

(Both Masses at St. Lawrence) 
Sunday: 8:00 am - English (Midkiff) 

 10:00 am and - English (St. Lawrence) 
12:30 pm - English (Sterling City) 

Weekday Schedule 
Mon, Wed, Fri: 8:00 am (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 7:00 am (St. Lawrence) 
Thursday: 7:00 pm (Es) (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 8:00 am (St. Thomas) 

Holy Days to be announced. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
First Friday: 7:30 am - 3:00 pm 

(St. Lawrence) 
9:00 am - 10 am (St. Thomas) 

Sacramental Life 

Reconciliation 
Saturday - 4:00 to 4:55 pm (St. Lawrence) 

Sunday - 7:30 - 7:55 am (St. Thomas) 
15 minutes before weekday Mass 

or by appointment 

Baptism 
Contact the parish office. 

Marriage 
Contact the Pastor at least six months prior 

to the intended date of marriage.  

Sick and Homebound 
Contact Linda Jones or parish office to 
receive a visit from a Minister of Care. 



Welcome Guests and Visitors...We’re so glad that you’re here and invite you to join us in thanksgiving 
for God’s action in our lives. Our goal is to provide a spiritual home where all are welcome, where the heal-
ing, reconciling, liberating love of God flows through us to all people. In this way, we believe that the Church 
is the sacrament of God’s saving presence in the world. 

Reflecting on God’s Word 

It’s said that we never really grow up until both of our parents have died. I suspect that most who have had to 
walk that path recognize some truth there. So when the Gospel advises us to turn our back on father and moth-
er and family and even on ourselves—maybe it’s not about rejecting but about becoming able to live the gos-
pel more maturely, about releasing our grip on the past and growing up. Maybe letting go of childish things is 
the cost and also the wisdom of the God who waits patiently for us. 

One of life’s tasks, it seems, is to learn the balancing act between loving without possessiveness and relin-
quishing without indifference or abandonment. In truth, perhaps we never really learn to balance the two. We 
mostly lean in the direction opposite where we are at the time, until we suspect we may have leaned too far 
and switch directions. It’s a wisdom we come to that’s worthwhile for parenting but also for marriage and 
one’s profession and growing old and just about everything else that life serves up. 

This balancing is also at the heart of faith and discipleship. It’s how we come to recognize the hand of God in 
our lives, by living in such a way that God has the freedom to rearrange the pieces and so bring us to fuller 
life. It’s the wisdom that teaches us how to be a disciple but also the sort of discipleship that brings us to wis-
dom. It’s also the light shining forth in today’s reading from the book of Wisdom. 

—Rev. Joseph J. Juknialis 
Copyright © 2022, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Living Stewardship Now  

“Renounce your possessions,” the Gospel insists (Luke 14:33). We can’t say that we always have. 
Rather, it seems that we’ve often done more accumulating than renouncing. 

And yet each accumulation may have made room for one more way of being made new 
as the disciples we all are called to become. 

Copyright © 2022, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Attitude Change 

Today’s readings ask us to re-think our attitudes and ways. The 
passage from the book of Wisdom reminds us that, when it 
comes to understanding, even the wisest person barely scrapes 
the surface of things. 

In Paul’s provocative little letter to Philemon, the apostle prais-
es Philemon for his understanding of the social order—which 
included slavery—and for his good treatment of Onesimus. 
Then Paul goes on to drop his bombshell. He tells Philemon 
that Onesimus is now a Christian and should be treated as 
such—as a brother, an equal. What was Philemon to think? 

Today’s Gospel tells us that if we are to follow Jesus, we must 
do some serious planning. Then, once all our planning is com-
plete, we have to be willing to accept the fact that our plans are 
never enough. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, Sept. 3 (St. Lawrence)                                               
5:00 pm: + Barry Hirt by Lawrence & Helen Jost 
6:30 pm:  +Ryder Gass by Doug & Karen Schaefer              
    (In Spanish) 

Sunday, Sept. 4 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)                                
8:00 am: + Doyle Allen by Karen Streicher 
10:00 am: + Rosalie Strum by Sammy & Charlotte            
       Kellermeier 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners   

Monday, Sept. 5 (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am + Ronnie Halfmann by Darren & Kim Jost 

Tuesday, Sept. 6 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)                         
7:00 am: + Gladys Braden by Wendell & Linda Jones             
8:00 am + Clarence Schaefer Jr. by Karen Streicher 

Wednesday, Sept. 7 (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am + Jerome Hoelscher by Susan Rulla                                             
7:00 pm + Clifford & Joyce Hoelscher by Helen Glass          
     (In Spanish)     

Thursday, Sept. 8 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)               
7:00 am: + Nita Lange by Loretta Schaefer                                                  
8:00 am:+ Louis Kadlacek by Sheryl Wilson 

Friday, Sept. 9 (St. Lawrence)                                                                                                                             
7:00 am + Sherline Strube by Leroy & Valeria Hoelscher 

Saturday, Sept. 10 (St. Lawrence)                                               
5:00 pm: In Thanksgiving by Alan Dierschke 
6:30 pm:  +Bill Schrader by Kevin & Linda Hirt                  
     (In Spanish) 

Sunday, Sept. 11 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)                                
8:00 am: + Tommy Morrison by Dennis & Dee Matthiesen-
10:00 am: Living & Deceased Members of Catholic Life Br# 
    146                                                                                                                                                                                    

12:30 pm: For all parishioners   

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

In recent years, there has been remarkable progress in 
drawing persons with disabilities into full celebration. 
Now it is generally accepted that worship places need 
accommodations such as ramps or elevators, large-
print materials for those who are sight-impaired, and 
perhaps even an assisted hearing system or signing in 
American Sign Language. American Sign Language is 
not merely English translated into movement, but a 
distinct language with its own grammar, syntax (word 
order), and vocabulary. For this reason, the American 
Catholic bishops have approved American Sign Lan-
guage (ASL) as an official language of the liturgy. 

 Celebrating liturgy in our own language (the ver-
nacular) means that liturgy must be accessible to all 
languages and cultures. The fact that Mass is celebrat-
ed this weekend in some places in total silence, but 
with the full participation of deaf people praising God 
in the movements of their hands, and sometimes even 
with a priest who is deaf, is nothing less than the 
Church being faithful to the image of Jesus, who 
made the deaf hear and the mute speak. Remember 
too that deafness is an invisible disability, and that 
there may well be people in your parish who are qui-
etly yearning for Mass to be signed for them in ASL. 

—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

TRADICIONES DE NUESTRA FE 

En 1976 un grupo de madres argentinas comenzó una 
vigilia silenciosa en frente de las oficinas guberna-
mentales en la Plaza de Mayo. Vestían de negro, con 
un pañuelo blanco en la cabeza y protestaban la desa-
parición de sus hijos. Poco a poco esta protesta de ma-
dres se fue expandiendo a El Salvador y otros países 
donde agentes del gobierno hacían desaparecer a los 
que obraban por la justicia y el bienestar del pueblo. 

 En Latinoamérica la Virgen de los Dolores que 
viste de negro y llora la muerte de su hijo quien estaba 
en la flor de la vida se ha transformado en la Madre de 
los Desaparecidos. Ella acompaña silenciosamente en 
la protesta de tanta latina que ha perdido hijos, mari-
dos y hermanos a autoridades injustas o cobardes. 

 La vigilia de las Madres de la Plaza de Mayo ter-
minó en enero de 2006 cuando por fin se encontraron 
con un gobierno que busca los desaparecidos con 
ellas. Lamentablemente en muchos lugares las madres 
de los desaparecidos todavía no pueden contar con las 
autoridades civiles. Con ellas María se une en protesta 
silenciosa. 

       —Fray Gilberto Cavazos-Glz, OFM, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Por la mañana sácianos de tu misericordia, y toda 
nuestra vida será alegría y júbilo. 

— Salmo 90 (89):14 

Parish Office: 432-397-2300 

Bulletin Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org 
Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 
Face Book Page: St. Lawrence Catholic Church   
Hall Booking: Travis Gully  432-425-4905 
For Funeral Needs: In the event of a death in the 
family, please contact Fr. Prem @ 432-397-2300. 

Pope’s Prayer Intension For September 

Abolition of the Death Penalty 

We pray that the death penalty, which attacks the dig-
nity of the human person, may be legally abolished in 
every country  

mailto:stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org
http://www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com


 23rd Sunday of Ordinary Time 

What in your life is a 
higher priority than 
your relationship with 
God? That's what Je-
sus wants us to look at 
in this Sunday's Gos-
pel reading. Which 
people? What work? 
What trial? What pos-
sessions? What friend-
ships? What goals? 
What activities?  

What crosses do you 
want to get rid of that, 
if you do escape from 
them, would require 
you to abandon Jesus 
on his cross? (Hint: 
What sacrifices of 
love are you unwilling 
to make?)  

Jesus says that unless 
we are first and fore-
most committed to 
discipleship – learning 
from him and making 
every effort to become 
more like him – we 
are ill prepared for all 
the other tasks of life.  

In other words, we can 
start building toward good goals, but if our relation-
ship with Christ is not our highest priority, we'll 
miss his guidance and his surprises and his bless-
ings. We’ll get distracted by worldly interferences 
and sin. We’ll become victims instead of victors in 
the battles we face. Anything good that we achieve 
will be less than the best, because there is much 
more in the kingdom of God than what we can im-
agine.  

A disciple is a student. We learn from Jesus how to 
love others, even when this becomes a cross to car-

ry. He teaches us how to live a life of joyful love 
but also of unconditional, forgiving love. And we 
learn from him how to put up healthy, holy bounda-
ries against those who interfere with our spiritual 
growth, and this too can be a cross.  

The strength to follow Christ and become more and 
more like him every day requires a conscious effort 
to grow stronger in our ability to carry our crosses 
while uniting ourselves to his cross and to his 
strength. When we lack this intimate bond with 
Christ, we stumble and fall, crushed by the weight 
of our crosses. But if we are willing to make sacri-
fices out of love for others, like Jesus did, we em-
brace him more fully and we receive his love more 
deeply. And this is the most satisfying way to live!  

Reflect & Discuss:  

1. Consider your daily activities: What are your top 
priorities? 

2. What do you value more than the time you spend 
with Jesus in prayer, scripture, and other faith-
building activities? 

3. What are some common ways that we move God 
down in priority? 

4. By making him our highest priority, what are 
ways that we can lovingly show concern for others 
even while putting God ahead of them in our daily 
activities? 

Wisdom 9:13-18b  
Ps 90:(1) 3-6,12-17  

Philemon 9-10,12-17  
Luke 14:25-33  

Monday September 5  
1 Corinthians 5:1-8  

Ps 5:5-7,12  
Luke 6:6-11  

Tuesday September 6  
1 Corinthians 6:1-11  

Ps 149:1b-6a,9b  
Luke 6:12-19  

Wednesday September 7  
1 Corinthians 7:25-31  

Ps 45:11-12,14-17  
Luke 6:20-26  

Thursday September 8  
Nativity of Bl. Virgin Mary  

Micah 5:1-4a  
or Romans 8:28-30  

Ps 13:6ab,6c  
Matthew 1:1-16,18-23  

Friday September 9  
St. Peter Claver  

1 Corinthians 9:16-19,22-27  
Ps 84:3-6,12  

Luke 6:39-42  

Saturday September 10  
1 Corinthians 10:14-22  

Ps 116:12-13,17-18  
Luke 6:43-49 

 © 2022 by Terry Modica ▪ Catholic Digital Resources: catholicdr.com ▪ Reprinted by license. 



Vocation Cross/Chalice 

Pray for  Seminarians,  Bishops, Priests, Deacons &            
all religious. also pray for more vocations to the 
priesthood, religious life.     

September 4 
St. Lawrence –Mitchell & Lynette Jansa 
St. Thomas –  Erasmo Alvarado Family 

September 11 
St. Lawrence– Dennis & Ellen Seidenberger 
St. Thomas– Stanley & Denice Latzel 

September Worklist   

Pete & Alejandra Talamantes- CH                                    
Brandon & Laura Dieringer, Dennis & Dee Mat-
thiesen, Leo & Alma Romero, Dennis & Barbara 
Fuchs, Cody &       Stephanie Wilson, Jorge & Chris-
tina Espinoza, Cole &      Emilee Schwartz , Mike & 
Denise Batla, Juan & Maria     Salazar, Peyton & 
Macayla Schaefer, Lane & Jamie         Halfmann, Juan 
& Selena Bustos, Scott & Andrea Hillger Alan Di-
erschke, Larry & Kathy Wheat 

Happy Birthdays and Anniversaries 

St. Lawrence  

Birthdays: Lynette Jansa, Doris Schwartz, Nancy 
Hillger, Allen Jansa and Rory Niehues  

Anniversaries: Darrell & Danielle Halfmann,              
Wayne & Susan Hirt and Mark & Linda Frysak 

St. Thomas  

Birthdays: Maria Dominquez, Isabella Garcia and   
Amber Eggemeyer      

Anniversaries: None 

St. Lawrence Church Ministries 

Saturday, September 10                         
 Sacristan: Chris Matschek  
 Readers: Volunteers           
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers 

Sunday, September 11     
 Sacristan: Keith Braden             
 Readers: Volunteers                                          
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers  

A Thank You Note 
 

Beloved St. Lawrence Family of God,  

Honestly, I feel humbled and honored for the over-
whelming love, support, and kindness many of you 
showed me on my 25th priestly anniversary celebration 
on Saturday, August 6th. Words are inadequate to ex-
press my deepest gratitude to you. Everything about the 
celebration was great, superb and excellent. Indeed, 
y’all are constantly in my thoughts and daily prayers 
especially the Eucharistic celebrations. Know that I am 
consistently praying for the much-needed rain for y’all. 
May God bless you always and, in all ways, Amen! 
THANK YOU AGAIN! 

    Fr. Francis Njoku 

Festival News 

If you would like to make a cash donation for festival 
meat, please do so to one of the following PC officers: 
Brandon Dieringer, Travis Gully, Shawn Hartle, 
Wayne Davis, Russ Eggemeyer or Mitchell Jansa  
  
It is time to pre order your sausage for the festival. 

Please call 397-2307 or 270-4307 to place your     

orders before September 15th. 

Altar Society News 

There will be an Altar Society Meeting Monday     
September 12th @ 6:00pm in the Hall. 

CAMBIO DE ACTITUD 

Las lecturas de hoy 

nos sugieren re-

pensar nuestra acti-

tud y nuestro com-

portamiento. El 

pasaje del libro de 

la Sabiduría nos 

recuerda que, en lo 

que se refiere a en-

tender, aun la per-

sona más sabia apenas toca la superficie de las cosas. 

En la provocativa y breve carta de san Pablo a 

Filemón, el apóstol lo elogia por entender el orden 

social –que incluye la esclavitud– y por tratar bien a 

Onésimo. Luego Pablo le da la noticia. Le dice que 

Onésimo es ahora cristiano y debe tratarlo como tal –

como un hermano, igual a él. ¿Qué pensaría Filemón? 

El Evangelio de hoy nos dice que si vamos a seguir a 

Jesús, debemos planearlo seriamente. Y cuando 

creamos que ya estamos listos, estar dispuestos a 

aceptar que nuestros planes nunca son suficientes. 

 Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



… continued from last week 

Perhaps I should have felt keener 
sympathy for the victim, but my 
heart leaped with joy. Again I 
would play the role of a priest.  

"Wheel me to the chapel, Sister," I 
requested, “and hand me the holy 
oils and ritual."  

The victim was unconscious and 
breathing heavily. I said as loudly 

as I could an act of contrition. Then I used the short formu-
la for the Sacrament of Extreme Unction, "Per istam sanc-
tam Unctionem indulgeat tibi Dominus quidquid deliquis-
ti," (Through this holy anointing, may the Lord forgive thee whatever 

evil thou hast done,) and anointed him only on the hand. Then 
I said the prayers for the dying.  

How wonderful are these hospital nuns! They 
stand at the outer portals of life to usher into eternity with 
their prayers those abandoned by man.  

The chaplain was most apologetic when he re-
turned. "I'm afraid I gave you a bad time," he said.  

"On the contrary. You – and God – gave me a 
good time. After all, you have no exclusive right to the joy 
of administering Extreme Unction."  

He laughed. Now you're asking for trouble. There 
is an old reprobate dying in Room 211. I've turned on all 
the faucets of God's grace and prayer in vain. Why don't 
you call on him? But please don't tell your doctor I sug-
gested it."  

I could scarcely restrain my joy. The Sister insist-
ed that I return to bed for a few hours. Ordinarily I dislike 
the digitalis preparations but tonight I did not protest.  

"Good evening, shipmate," I said to my fellow 
patient. He was a man sixty-five years of age, with sunken 
cheeks, grey hair, and the yellowish complexion of an ad-
vanced cancer case.  

"How did you know I was in the Navy?" He asked 
in surprise.  

"I didn't. I just thought that was a proper term 
since we are fellow-sufferers."  

"Five years I was in it." His eyes softened a bit. 
"Five wonderful years. A destroyer in the First World War. 
Then a tanker. I should never have left the sea."  

"Why?"  

" All I've done since then is to bring misery to oth-
ers. Real misery. And sin. I've broken up two homes and 
destroyed a dozen lives. But I don't see as it's any of your 
business. Why am I telling you this? Are you a doctor?"  

I had forgotten to introduce myself.  

"No," I answered. "I'm a priest. The doctors have given me 
up as a bad job."  

“Heart?" he asked sympathetically.  

"Yes – and complications. I've taken enough mer-
curhydrin to keep a ship afloat."  

"You mean kidneys," he said. "I used to be a phar-
macists' mate."  

“Why did you give up the Navy?"  

"I just got tired of protecting sailors from the nor-
mal results of rotten living. I'm no saint but what I saw of 
some sailors made me sick at heart."  

“Did you ever get married?"  

“Yes – and no. I lived with two different women 
for a while.” 

"What happened."  

"What always happens when a guy loses his job. 
They walk out on him."   

"Are you a Catholic?"  

“I was. Once I served Mass. I had a good Catholic 
home and I ran away. My mother died of a broken heart. 
Padre – that's what we called our chaplain in the Navy – 
you're talking to the worst swabbie you have ever met.  

“Are you afraid to die?" I asked. "You know eve-
ryone tells me I'm a short timer here. In fact each morning 
I'm surprised to find myself here."  

“Scared? I'm scared as hell. I hate men and I hate 
women and I hate myself."  

But you don't hate God?"  

He's never done me wrong. I didn't need any help 
to mess up my life."  

Did you ever kill anyone?"  

No, but I've done everything else. I'd hate to tell 
you the times I've been indecent if I knew."  

But you are telling me. That's all you have to tell 
the priest in confession."  

“Say, are you on my side or working for this old 
hospital padre?"  

  … To be continued next week 

The Priestly Heart 
The last Chapter in the Life of an Old-Young Priest 

By The Right Reverend Maurice S. Sheehy 



RCIA - The Journey of Faith begins with your questions. 
What is faith? How does faith grow?  

What do Catholics believe and why is it different from other faith traditions? 

How different is it really? 

Classes for the Christian Initiation of Adults are available for anyone who wants to 
learn more about the Catholic faith. The process begins with an “Inquiry” period, when 
questions lead to exploration. Drop in – no obligation, no commitment, no pressure – at 
our Q&A sessions. 

The second phase is the “Catechumenate” period for those who are interested in be-
coming fully Catholic. Classes end in the "Mystagogy" period, with a focus on how 
to identify God’s special calling and purpose for your life. 

When: Wednesdays from 5:45pm - 7:15pm, starting on 07 September, 2022 . 
Where: St. Lawrence Catholic Church 

St. Lawrence Parish would like to cordially invite you to come and learn more about the Catholic 
Faith.  On Wednesday evenings at 5:45 pm starting September 7th to April 9th we will be offering instruc-
tional classes on faith, worship, and life of the Catholic Church.  Our classes will be held in the St. Isidore 

room of the church and are open to anyone whether Catholics or non-Catholics.  For additional information  
please contact Karla Hoelscher at 432-268-3891.  We hope you can make it.  

New Religious Education Curriculum 

• Provides a basic foundation of faith and love of Je-
sus Christ, through which students respond to God’s 
call in prayer, mercy and justice. 

• Rich in content providing depth of understanding 
that resonates with students. 

• Has a purposeful pedagogy, giving students a pur-
pose to learn. 

• Each year has a systematic approach covering foun-
dational truths of the Faith as presented in the Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church. 

• Fosters spiritual, moral and intellectual conversion 
and leads students to become disciples of Christ 

• Engages students, teachers, and parents through sa-
cred art, Catholic devotionals, lives of the saints, and 
effective discussion on life application, thus equip-
ping young people to overcome contemporary chal-
lenges. 

• Evangelizes families and entire parishes and nur-
tures the theological virtues of Faith, Hope and Chari-
ty. 

Edge News 

All youth in 6th grade through 8th grade are 
invited to join the Junior High Youth Group 
(EDGE) for a time of fellowship, prayer, 

games and conversation.  We will kick off this year with 
Mass at 10:00 am on Sunday, September 11

th
 followed 

by food, games and conversation under the pavilion at 
church.  We will meet from about 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. Questions contact Carrie Batla @ 806-632-7551 

CYO News     

There will be a CYO meeting on Wednesday, September 
7th, after CCD under the pavilion. We will elect officers 
and go over a few details and information. 

For anyone needing order a festival shirt for this year, 
please go to the link and order. The store will 
close September 16th. Shirts will be passed out after 
Saturday mass on October 1st.  

 http://stlawrencecc.spiritsale.com/ 

Call to Protect parent meeting for St. Paschal  

All parents are to attend the  mandatory Call to Pro-
tect parent meeting, scheduled for Sunday, September 
11th at 10:30am in the church. There are many changes 
this year so it’s important that the parents attend to be 
able to successfully help your students. Also please 
make sure the RE office has your new registration forms 
so we make sure we have the most current information.   

http://stlawrencecc.spiritsale.com/



